Wednesday 21 July at the Vienna AIDS 2010 hub in the Johannesburg AIDS Consortium offices

The two session conducted spark the debate informed by the topics “STARTING HAART : WHEN TO TAKE THE FIRST STEP and WHAT HAVE YOU DONE FOR  HIV and AIDS lately: THE ROLE OF HUMAN RIGHT S MECHANISM IN ADVANCING THE AIDS RESPONSE” These are some of the quotes from more than 20 people attended at the Johannesburg AIDS Consortium offices. 

Session 1

· “they say treatment should be taken early , because when taken later it got bad side effects”
· “there is a general consensus that treatment should be taken at early stages “

· Some say it is recommended to take treatment when viral load is below 350

· AC must come up with the stance on ART treatment.
Session 2

What do you think can be done to prevent vulnerable groups?”

· “We suggest that organization like the AIDS Consortium and Tshwaranang Legal Advocacy Centre must teach people to accept vulnerable groups”

· “Cooperate sectors must collaborate in assisting with situation we are facing.”

· “Whether we like it or not sex in our prisons will always happen, hence they must have condoms available to reduce the risk of contracting HIV virus”

· “Our old generation use not to understand the fact that ma have sex with man and it was forbidden, but now lately they understand the situations.”
· “Way back South Africans did not know anything about gay and lesbians”

· “ Lets look at our prisoners rights, in my knowledge their rights are being bridged on the other hand we have the constitution that protects our human rights”

· Prisoners have rights to everything that is in our bill of rights but they are limited to some of the rights like sex in prison”
· “We as activists need to part and influence in the making of our constitution on human rights”

· We as activists must advocate to teach civil society to accept vulnerable groups , especially sex workers and also to teach sex workers on HIV and AIDS and not to discriminate.”

· “We need funding on Human Rights and Advocacy and at this point there are no institutions or organizations that fund Human Rights it is only available for legal Aid progammes”

· “the funding is only available to organizations and NGO’s  that well known, but for beginners the funding is not available”

· “The rights of civil society are not protected as opposed to government employees and parliamentarians “ 

